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THE HISTORY OF THE H.· H: K.AETER FAMILY IN STEARNS

no . l3t 1{;;___

co.·'

MINN.·

In the fall of 1859 Mr. and Mrs. Herman Kaeter left St. Louis,
Mo. for the west.

They went as far as st. Paul, Minn. by steamboat,

the trip taking about four days.

They had no children at 'this time~1

From st. Paul they went to st. Cloud, Minn.· by ox team, this taking
about t wo days.

At noon of the same day they arrived in

left for Richmond, Minn. by fo ot.

st.

Cloµd they

At the close of their first day of

walking they found themselves near the place where Rockville now is~:
They had no place to stay overnight so slept in a straw pile and continued
their journey the next day.

On arriving at Richmond the following day

they took up a claim 5 miles West of Richmond, where they started farming
the next spring.· It was in the month of October when they arrived at
Richmond~'.
In the fall of 1862, on the 14th day of September, they saw some
of their neighbors loading up their furnitume so they inquired the reason
and found out the Indians were coming that way and that all the settlers
were fleeing.

They also loaded their most precious possessions on the

wagon and started for Richmond.

Among the furniture was a trunk packed

with clothing as Mr. and Mrs. Kaeter had two small children at this time.

Upon arriving withing½ mile of Richmond they stopped at the home of an
old acquaintance from Germany, Prof. Thien, who asked them to stay overnight at his home as all the homes in Richmond were filled with people and
the church and school were also filled.
with him, a Mr. Kalkman.

Prof. Thein had another family

Mr. and Mrs. Kaeter were very glad to accept

Mr. Thien 1 s invitation.
About 3: A. M. on the 15th of September 1882, the families stopping at the home of Prof. Thi en were awakened by the barking of the dogs.·

Messrs. Thien, Kaeter and Kalkman arose to investigate and found that
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Indians had concealed themselves behind the straw pile in the barn yard~
Mr. Thien opened the door and stepped out.

1

A volley of bullets greeted

him and he dropped to the ground, to all appearances dead.

Thirteen

bullets came flying through the door, whID h was immediately closed.
None of these bullets hit anyone as all the others were lying on _the
floor where they bad been sleeping.

One bullet pierced the trunk

belonging to Mrs. Kaeter~j (This trunk is now at the Louis Kaeter
place in the town of

st.

Cloud, Hi ghway 15, about 4 miles

s. w.

of the

Oity of st. cioua..)
The Indians continued shooting at the occupants of the house and
they returned the fire when ever they could see anything to shoot at.
In the meantime Prof. Thien who had not been killed, crawled on hands
and knees around the house and then ran as fast as he could to Richmond
were he had the church bell rung which was the signal for all men
to assemble and they all went to his farm with him.
the families had been killed in his absence.

He feared all

When the Indians saw

so many recruits coming to fight them they disappeared in the woods.
They knew better than to follow the Indians into the woods, where
they would have been shot down from behind trees, so they returned
to Richmond taking the Thien, Kaeter and Kalkman fanilies with them~i
Herman and Ma~y Kaeter had five children in a11.· Two of them
a..re still living in Stearns Co. Minn~: They are Henry and Barney.

The

five children consist of Mrs. Kat herine Kaeter Knese, John Kaeter of the
toWI). of St. Cloud, R No. 4, Henry Kaeter, Oity of st. Cloud, Barney
Kaet er, Town of

st.

Augusta, R. No 3, St. Cloud and Herman Kaet er,

San Francisco, California.
Herman Kaeter, Sr. died in 1901 and his wife, Mary in 1893.
Sub~itted by: Mrs. J.P. Gaetz
92112th Ave. s.

st.

Cloud, Minn.

FROM THE RECORDS [N TEE STEARNS COUNTY COURT HOUSE
FOR THE HERMAN KAETER BIOGRAPHY

DEATH RECORD BOOK 1901 A 11 PAGE 256 LIME 1
Berman Kaeter

Died November 19, 1901

Born October 1, 1828 in Germany
Age 73 years l month and 19 days

DEATH RECORD BOOK 1893 A 3 PAGE 137 LINE 1
Anna Maria Kaeter

Died ~arch 10, 1893

Age 63 years 2 months

